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FIRST DAY,

IIann ov Hovsk or ReprEsgsTynves, )
Avarin, Trxas, April 6, 1es2,

In obedience to the proc I unation by his Kxeellone W L0,
M. Roberts, Governor ol Pexas, convening the Se ventéenth
Twgisk whre to mect in speeiad session at Anstin, the seat of
unvenmu-nt o this, the sixth day of  April, 1832, the

Inu\c of Representatives was ealled to order at 12 o’clock

, by the Speaker, Hon. Geo, R, Reeves,

Rull called; quornm prcsvnl,.

Absent—D>Messrs, Anderson, Blacker, Bruee of Johnson
(deceased), Daugherty, Gould, ]lmdmol\ King (resigned),
Liun, Linton, Marr (l‘(‘\lﬁn(‘(]) Oliver, Po]lnv Plamley,
Smith of Titus, Stewart of Kinney, and T mitt.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. I W. Brown,

By dircetion of the Speaker, the following preelamation
of Ilis Exeellency, the Governor, was read:

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR OF TENAS, CONVENING A SUECIAL
LESSION OF T LECGISLATURE.
ESECUTIVE OFFICE, 1}
Avstix, Trxas, Marvch 1, 1882,

Wiikkras, An extraordinayy occusion has arisen for the action
of the Legislature; now, therefore, 1, 0. M. Roblerts,
Texas, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
ot the State, do issue this, my prociamation, convening the Legisla-
ture in special session at Austin. the seat of government, on sixth of
April, 1882, for the following purpores, to-wit:

1. To apportion the State into congressional districts,
tlw\ same by law,

io apportion the State into senatorial and representative dis-
tn(t\ dud cstablish the same by Iaw.

8. Te make provision for supplying the place of the capitol that
]v\s been burned, in every respect that may be necessary until the
rew capitol shall have been finished; for supplying alt book furn
ture, and other things made necessary by said bmmn and ros
cvery other thing thal may be necessary for the efticie ut op( rations
of the legis: uuw exeentive and julicial departments of 'm‘ gov-
emm(ut 1n the discharge of their respective duties and fwc “tions,

- To make provision for everything that may he deamed neces-
\ur), to facilitate the ercction of the new Btate capitsy), and to take
such other action as my be deemed proper in reegrd to the buildings,
‘lots, or other things wilhin the capitol syoare.

fi. To take action, by appropriations or olherwe, for st.ppiying
‘water and for making other necessary improvements to the Lunatic
*Asyhin, and to other publie buildings al the seat of givernment.

6. ‘T make further improvements and regulations+or the Ftate
Penitentiaries, and in regard to the pcnul servitude of Wi Stale gen-
erally, in anticipation of the expiration of the present case, which
terminates on the fitst day of Jarary, next year, prier to the reg-
ul ar session of the L cuisliture,

o ke such action as may be peressary, ine regird to the Uni-
vers ily of Texas and its branches; i everything renting 1o their
goveriment, o the re Jation h(twun them, t0 the inereise s ml dispo-
sition of tlw r funds; and to take sach forther action as ma: be
deeed nee Cessary and prorer inany and every respeet for the sup-
port and maintenance ol 1he Prasvie View \omml Sche 3, and for
the th.t-;,v of it debtx aml Halitiivs,

ln make further pre \x -m g the digpositior,

wige, of the lands b lun KUY puhlm fr

©to the Asyhimae i, d ool e baeds reserve:d (o pay 1
FEoand Lo prov Yeodor the investmiead of the "!l(.il\lla
soees Fnent fands mny per we dimieiaed g

and establish

Dy osale, leare, o
schools, 1o l]](-

wedo requite the raiiro dein the Stide 1o
<o as to render trivel ond tansportation
woand o prevent abust, oo unjust dis-

Governor of .

criminations; to regulate freights and parsenger tariffs, and to pro-
vide practien] remedies for the enforceiment of such laws, not only
on the conipanies, but on the officers who manage and control said
railronds,

10. T'o reduce the tuxes, hoth ad valorem and occupation, so far as
it may be found consistent with the support of an eflicient State
Lovernient,

t1. To consider and aet upon such other subjects as may be pre-
sented during said session by the Governor.

In't testimony whereof, T have hercto signed my name and

[r.=} eaused the seal of State to be lﬂlx('d at the city of Aus-

tin, this first day of March, A. D., 1882,
By the Governor:
1. 11, Bowwman,

0. M. ROBERTS,
Sceretary of State, Governor.

Mr. Baker moved that the members of this House who
have been elected since the regnlar session of the Seven-
teent Tegislature be sworn in, “The motion prevailed.

Whercupon Messrs. BDrown, Geiger, Rodrigues and
Stewart of Tlopking, eame forward, presented their ere-
dentialg, took the oath of office, and were seated as duly
eleeted members of the House of Repr or«ent'ltn'es of the
Seventeenth Legislature.

On motion of Mr. Matlock, Mr. Daugherty was indefi-
nitely exeused, on account of “sickness in his family.

On motion of Mr. Finlay, Mr. Plumly was excusced until
te-morrow, on account of hmh water.

On motion of Mr. W m/chh Mr. Anderson was excused
for to-day, on account of busmm.

On motion of Mr. Upton, Mr. Ilaidusek was excused
until to-morrow evening, on account of sickmess in his
family.

On'motion of Mx Pesmian, Mr. Polley was excused until

—

LO-MOITOW,

On motion of Mr. McComb, Mr. Linton was excused
until Monday, on aceount of important business.

On motion of Mr. Perrenot, Mr. Linn was excused ontil
the seventeenth instant, on account of important business,

On motion of Mr. Baker, Mr. Truitt was excused until
Lo-morrow, on account of important business,

On motion of Mr. Peacock, Mr. Oliver was éxcused until
to-morrow.

My, Finlay presented the following communication:

‘CoLLkek StaTion, April 2, 1882,

To the Hon, Gea, R. Reeves, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives

Austin, Texay,

GENTLEMEN [t is with feelings of deep regret that my scholastic
dntics compel me to sever my most pleasant connection with your
honorabic body,

I kerewith tender mny regignation as Postmaster and Messenger of
the tHouze, and in deing o, | take this oceasion to express to you
my prolovnd 'mmfudc for the uniform courtesy and kindaess
siown 1o me, both individually and as a body, during the time I
have had the honox to serve your honorable body.

With the best wishes for your health and happiness, T am

Your obedient servant,
QUiTMAN FINLaYy,

On motion
hiitmae,
copted,

Mr. Upian offered the following resolution.
Liesolved, ‘That the Chief Clerk of the House be authorized Lv ob-

of Mr. MeComb,

the resignation of Mr.
Iisday, as Postmaster

awl Messenger, was ac-

tuin, for the use of the members und officers of the House, one copy

Y
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each of the Revised Statutes, and of the rules and journals as many
as can be obtained.

Mr. Finlay offered the following amendment to the res-
olution of Mr. Upton: . Amend by adding the words “the
general laws of 1879 and 1881.”

Mr. Upton accepted the amendment of Mr. Finlay.

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted.

Mr. Baker offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a commitiee of three members be appointed by
the Speaker, who shall notify his Excellency, the Governor, that. the
House of Representatives is now duly organized in pursuance of his
proclamation, and ready to receive from kim any communication he
way see fit to make.

The resolution was adopted.

In compliance with the foregoing resolution, the Speaker
announced the appointment of Messrs. Baker, Upton and
Daniel as a committee to inform his Excellency, the Gov-
ernor, that the House had completed its organization.

Mr. Labatt offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Reprcsenta-
tives be instructed to ariange with the Scrgeant-at-Arms of the Sen-
ate for an exchange daily of the advance sheets of the journal of
each body, and that a copy of the advance sheets of the journal of
the Senate, if furnished, be laid on the desk of each member of the

_House every morning as early us practicable.

On motion of Mr. Wurzbach, the resolutiou of Mr. La-
batt was referred to the Committee on Printing. ,

The Speaker announced the following appointments on
committees:

Mr. Stewart of Hopkins, chairman of Committee on In-
ternal Improvements, on Judiciary Committee No. 1, and
on Finance Committee.

Mr. Brown, on Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments, on Committee on State Affairs, and on Committee
on County Government and County Finance.

Mr. Rodrigues, on Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments, on Committee on Stock and Stockraising, and on
Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Geiger, ou Committee on Public Roads, Bridges and
Ferries, and on Committee on Agricultural Affairs.

Mr. Daniel offered the follswing resontion:

Resolved, That the House proceed now w1 eelact seats for its mem-.
bers in the following manner: The Chief Clerk sLall write vhe
names of the members on separate slips of paperand place them all
in a hat or box; a page shall then shake them up well; he shall
then draw them out one by one, and, as he does so, announce the
names thereon, and as each member’s name is announced he shall
forthwith chocese his seat in the hall.

On motion of Mr. Barry, the resolution of Mr. Daniel
was laid upon the table.

Mr. Daniel moved that the members retain the seats
which they now occupy. The motion prevailed.

Mr. Haynes offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the vacancies caused by the deati and resignation
in some of the officers of this House be now filled by election.

The resolution was adopted.

The Speaker announced that, having been informed that
the offices of Calender Clerk, and of Postmaster and Mes-
senger being vacant, the former by the death of Mr. M. A,
Harvey, the Calender Clerk, and the latter by the resigna-
tion of Mr, Quitman Finlay, Postmaster and Messenger,
the House would proceed to the election of Calender Clerk,
nominations for which office were now in order.

Mr. Frymier nominated Mr. John P. Kirk.

Mr. Hutcheson nominated Mr. A. R. Railey.

The Speaker appointed as tellers, Messrs. Frymier, Gai-
ther and Hutcheson.

Upon the vote being cast and counted, the following was
the result: Mr. Jno. P. Kirk rececived fifty-four votes, Mr,
A. R. Railey received twenty-one votes; whereupon the

Speaker announced that Mr. Jno, P, Kirk, having received |

aé )m:?'orit,y of the votes cast, was duly elected Calendar
erk.

The Speaker announced that the House would proceed
to the election of a Postmaster and Messenger, nomina-
tions for which office were now in order.

Mr. Matthews nominated Mr, E. A. Hicks.

Myr. Baker nominated Mr. Charles S. Swindells.

Mr. Carleton nominated Mr. Albert Sidney Burleson. -

Mr. Douglass nominated Mr. H. L. Pickett.

Mr, Finlay nominated Mr. E. J. Ilamner.

Mr. Faulk vominated Mr, J. E. McMorris.
© Mr. Woods seconded the nomination of Mr. McMorris.

The result of the first ballot was announced as follows:
Mr. Hicks received one vote, Mr. Swindells sixteen votes,
Mr. Burleson eighteen votes, Mr. Hamner eight votes, Mr.
McMorris twenty-three votes, Mr. Pickett twelve votes,

The Speaker announced that no election having been
reached, the Honse would proceed to a sezond ballot.

Mr. Taokersley moved that the candidate receiving the
lowest number of votes be dropped. The motion was lost.

The result of thesecond ballot was announced as follows:
Mr. Swindells received ten votes, Mr. Burleson twenty votes,
Mr. Hamner three votes, Mr. McMorris twenty-seven
votes, Mr. Pickett fourteen votes, Mr. McMillan one vote.

The Speaker announced that no election having been
reached, the House would proceed to a third ballot, wher:
upon Mr. Baker, by rcquest, withdrew the name of M.
Swindells, Mr. Todd withdrew the name of Mr. E. J.
Hamner., '

The result, of the third ballot was announced as follows:
Mr. Burleson received twenty-six votes; Mr. Pickett, four-
teen votes; Mr. McMorris, thirty-eight votes, and Mr., Mc-
Millan, one vote.

The Speaker announced that no election having been

reached, the House woald proceed to'a fourth ballot.

The result of the fourth ballot was announced as fol-
lows: Mr. Burleson received thirty-five votes, and Mr.

McMorris received forty-one votes.

Whereupon the Speaker announced that M...". E. Mc-
Morris having received a majority of the votes cast, was.
duly elected Postmaster and Messenger.

- A committee from the Senate was announced, corsisting
of Scnators Shanuon, Rainey and Moore.

. The chairman announced that the Senate had compleced
1t8 organization. The committee then withdrew,

A message was received from the Senate informing the
House that the Senate had completed its organization by
the election <f the following officers, to-wit: W. M. Hun-
ter, First Assistaut Secreeary; J. E. Kauffman, Enr ling
Clerk, and Johr H. Kirby, Clendar Clerk, vice Wn- Noil
Ramey, Virgi! F. DuBose .::d Joun W. Swindell: who
have gespectlvely resigned. . ’

Also, by she election Rev. R, K. Smoot, D, D., as Chap-
lain, vice the lamented F. W. Wilkes, D. D., lately de-
seasced.

Mr. Burk: moved that the House adjourn until 3:30
o’clock p. m. The motion was lost.

Mr. Coml: offered the following resolution:

Resolved, "hat a commitee of three be appointed by the Speaker to
wait upon tae honorable the Senate, and inform that body that the
House of Fepresentatives of the Seventeenth Legislatnre has con-
vened jx called session, and is ready to receive any communication
frsm that bonoruble body.

The resolution was adopted.

In compliance with the foregoing resol-

Speaker appointed as the commiitee M
Kinlay and Wurzbach.

On motion of Mr. Frymier, the ¥

three o’clock p, m. '
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House met pursnant to adjournment,
Roll called; quorum present.
Absent, Messrs Blacker, Gould, Smith of Titus, and
Stewart of Kinney.
Mr. Baker, chairman of epecial committee, submitied
the following priviledged report:
: AustiN, Trxas, April 6, 1832,
Hon. Geo. R Reeves, Speaker of the Houss of Rupreseulitives
S1R—Your committee uppoiated to notify his Excellency, the Gov-
ernor, that the House of Representatives was duly organized, beg
leave 1o report that they have, in connection with a like committee
on the part of the Senate, discharged that duty.
Respectfully,
: ) B. M. Baxgg, Chairman.
The report was adopted.
. Mr. Wurzbach introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act
to amend article 16 of the Revised Statutes.” Read by
caption and referred to Committee on Cong.essional Ap-
portionment.

Mr. McCord introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act to
apportion the State into senatorial districts.” " Read by cap-
tion and referred to Committee.on Senatorial Districts.

Mr. Woods introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to
repeal all laws now in force authorizing the issuance by the
State to railroad companies of eertain land certificates.”
Read by caption and referred to Judiciary Committec No. 1.

Mr. Chenoweth introduced a bill to be entitled “An act
to provide for a board of commissioners of railroads, to
preseribe their duties and powers and fix their salaries; to
provide for the regulation of freight and passenger tarifs
in this State; to prevent unjust discriminations and extor-
tions in the rates charged tor transportation of freights
and passengers, and to prohibit railroad companies, corpo-
rations or lessces from charging other than just and rea-
sonable rates, and to makce an appropriation to carry the
same into effect.” Read first time and referred to the

Jommittee on Internal dmprovements.

Mr. Oxsheer, by leave, introduced- a bill to be entitled
“An act to apportion the State into congressional districts.”
Read first time and referred to Committee on Congressional
Districts. ]

A message was received from the Senate informiny st
House that the Senate had adopted the following resotuation:

Resvlved, Thal a commities of three be appointed by the -Eresident
of the Scuate, to act in concurrence with u like comuite-* from the

_ House, for the purpose of makiug investigations et selections of
g)ucus of business, suitable buildings, offices, ete., *OF the Supreme
ourt, Court of Appeals, and C mmissioncrs of ApPpral.

2. That said committee sha'l report, t1-« aCtion ‘}]",J_" suld matters
as soon as practicuble by bill or csutiWise, !

On w-uicn or AL xicComb the foregoing ?ﬁlmtc resolu-
tioh was taken up, read and adopted. y

The Speaker announced the appointwofit of Messis,
Carleton, Faulk and Upton as the commitbe¥ in accordunce
with the Senate resolution. :

On motion of Mr. McComb, Messrs, McComb, Wurz-

bach and Finlay were excused on account of commitbee-

duty. :

Mr. Matlock introduced a bill to be entitled “ Au act to
prevent the sale of any of the vacant public domain or
publis schoo! lands in the State of Texas, for less than one
dollar per acre.” Read first time and referred to Com-
mittee on Public Lauds and Land Office.

Mr. Baker introduced a bill to Dbe entitled <« An Get
skonen an appropriation for mileage and per diem pay of
L i Aamer diem pay of ofticers aml employees of the
n of the Seventeenth Legislature.”  Read
seed to Committe on Finance.

sed a bill to be entitled, “ An act to
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provide for the erection of a suitable building on the north-
cast quarter of block No. 124, in the city of Austin, for the
us¢ of the officers of the executive departments of the
State, the legislative, the Supreme Court, the Court of Ajp-
puals aud  Commissioners of  Appeals, and to provide
means Lor the erection of the samne.”  Read first time and
referred to Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

Mr. Woods offered the following concurrent resolution:

Desobecd, That a joint conunit ee of fifteen members from the
Houwse aad fifteen from the Senate be raised on Senatorial and Rep-
resentative apportionment in the following order, to-wit: That
cight new members from the House be added to the above named
comntittee raised at the Lt general session of this Hoase, and eight
new members be added feom the Senate to the sanie committee raised
therein at the late general session.

(Mr. Upton in the chair.)

On motion of Mr. Finlay, the pending business was sus-
pended for ten minutes.

Mr. Finlay offered the following resolution:

Wiereas, Large quantitics of land have been sold for tauxes in
the Staie; and,

Whercas, It is not the policy of the State to oppress its citizens
or coufiscate their property by taxation; and,

Whereas, There is no law in operation throug. which lands sold
for taxes may be rodeemed; therefore be it )

Rosoleod, 'That the Guvuruor be respectfully requesied to. call the
attention of the Legisliture to the necessity of grauting relief w
taxpayers, whose lands have been sold for taxes.

_ Besoleed, That the Cleck transmic a copy of this resolution to the
Governor.,

The resolution was adopted.

(The Speaker in the chair.)

The time for which the pending business was suspendel
having expired, the consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion of Mr. Woods was resumed.

Mr. Todd offered the following substitute for the resolu-
tion of Mr. Woods. '

Rezsolved by the House, the Sciute coucwring, That the joint commit
tee on Henatorial and Representative apportionment be inercased to
tifteen on the part of this House.

Mr. Woods aceepted the substitute of Mr. Todd.

The question reearring on the adoption of the resolution,
the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Ayres afferct che following resolution: :

Lcsolvew by the Ilvuse of Representatioes of the State of Toras
That Hon. W. M. Brown, Compirolier of Public Accounts [

rt Hon. W. M. Brown, Cowpirolier of Public Accounts, be, un t
he is hereby requested to make 1o this body, at as early a day as prac-
ticible. a report shiowing all the woneys which have been appropria-
ted or otherwise ken from the wniversity fund, and showing specti-
cally the objeusts Lo which the moneys so tuken trom said fund huve
been applied.

The resolution was adopted.

Mor. Mc@ord mu'm.l_ucetl a4 bill_ to be entitled, “An act to
amend article 4250 of the Revised Statutes, or to reduce
t,l'lu pissenger tarift of railronds to three cents per mile.”
Read first time and referred to Cowmitiee on Intermal
Linprovements. o

Mr. Traylor introduced a bill to be entitled, * An act to
prescribe railway passenger traflic in this State.” Read
first time and refered to Committes on Internal Improve-
meut. o

h \f -1 . cepag H .

Mr. Faulk ity (.)tll.lb(,'.l a bill to b_c entitled, “ An act to
amend seetion 3 of “an act to provide for the sale of a portion
of the upappropriated public lands of the State of Toxas

Investinie 3 4 ) "I MM o PR
n.‘nd .“m _1:an (.‘.\tllg(:lltn t)i»thc proceeds of such sale,” passed at
mlt:l’)’ml'{z’ session of the Sixtecuth Leglsl:tt‘m_'e, August 4,
1579.7 Read fiesy le(f and relerred to Committee on Pub-
lic Lavds and Land Oitiee, .

I d > e e o H . H

J\)h. Roacl oftered the following concurrent resolution:

Vit wesolocid By the Hovrise of 1 ; o :
- 1/:‘; t,lv1 /: .,o(l‘r 4,4[1:';_// f./,'r, I{ 118 0f »[y._".u (,\L/m.tul:dx, I/u_: Sehudle coneurring:
af the Gongressional Appocionment Committee heretofore -

pointed, and consisting ol sceven members from cach house, shall

b apcreased to the uwumber of cighteen from this Houss, and a



6 HOUSE JOURNAL.

like number from the Senate, and that the additional members be
80 sclected that when the House committee is full, it shall be com-
posed of three members from each congressional district as now
established. ) '

Mr. Todd offered the following amendment: - Amended
80 as to read “And a number from the Senate.”
The question on being the adoption of the amendment,
Mr. Todd moved that the House wdjourn until 10 o’clock
to-morrow morning,

The motion was lost,

The question recurring on the adoption of the amend-
ment of Mr. Todd, Mr. Baker offcred the following sub-
stitute:

Resolred by the House af Representatires, the Senate concurring,
That the joint committee on congressional apportionment be in-
creased to eighteen members from the House und eleven members
from the Senate. :

The question being in tlie adoption of the substitute of
Mr. Baker, the substitute was adopted.

Mr. McComb offered the following substitute to the sub-
stitute of Mr, Baker. ‘

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:
That the joint resolution adopted by the regular session of the Scv-
enteenth Legislature, providing for a joint commttee of the House
aud Senate on congressional apportionment be, and the same is
hereby rescinded; and that each house appoint such committee, or
committees, on apportionment as they respectively may sce proper.

On motion of Mr. Gaither, the pending business was sus-
pended to introduce a bill.

Mr. Gaither, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled
An “act making an appropriation to defray the contingent
expense of the Seventeenth Legislature, convened on April
6, 1882, in extra session, by proclamation of the Gevernor.”

Read first time and referred to Committee on Finance.

The question recurring on the adoption of the substitute
of Mr. McComb to the substitute of Mr. Baker, the substi-
tute of Mr. McComb was adopted by the following vote:

: YEAS—{35,
Ayers, Gibson, Pencock,
Barry, Grant, Philpott,
Renavides, Gray. Ragsdale,
Bennick, Johnston, Ri~harz,
Beck, Kendall, Rigas,
Brown, Kerr, Roach, -
Bruce,’ Key, Rodrigues,
Caven, Kindred, Scott,
Carleton, Labatt, Smiith of Mnnt,
Cauthron, Mack, Stribling,
Chenault, Matthews, Tankersley,
Davidson, McComb, Templeton,
Evans, McCord, Thompson,
Faulk, Merritt, Tompkins,
Finlay, Moursund, Todd,
Fly, Oliver, Upten,
Foster, Paddock, Willis,
- Frymier, Parker, Wooldridge.
Geiger, Patteson,
NAYS—18,
Arnold, Granbury, Stewart of Hopkins
Baker, Hovnes, Stringfellow,
Burks, Matlock, Story,
Daniel, Nash, Tarlcton,
Douglass, Oxshecr, Traylor,
Gaither, Perienot, Woods.
ABSENT, NOT VOTING—I.
Lewis. :
Messrs, Chenoweth, Denman, Hill, Hutcheson and

Wurzbach were excused by the Hoeuse from voting on ae-
count of heing members of the Committee on Congressional
Apportionment. o

‘I'he question then recurring upon fhe ad.ption of the
substitute as amended, the substitute was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Stewart of Hopkins, Mr. Smith of
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Titus was excused until next Saturday mornming on account
of important business,

On motion of Mr. Todd, the House adjourned until 10
o’clock to-morrow morning. i

SECOND DAY.
Havrn oF House or RrprEsenTaATIVES, |
Avstin, Tuxas, April 7, 1882,

Houase met pursuant to adjournment; Hon. Geo. R.
Reeves, Speaker, inthe chair.  Roll ealled; gnorum present.

Absent, Messrs. Anderson, Blacker, Gould and Stewart
of Kinney.

Prayer by the Chaplain,

Ou motion of Mr. Finlay, the reading of the journal of
yesterday was dispensed with, and the same adopted.

On motion of Mr. Woods, Messrs. Blacker, and &tewart
of Kinney were excnsed until Monday, and Mr. Gouid ex-
cused indefinitely. -

A message was received from hix Excellency, the Gov-
ernor, which was placéd upon the Speaker’s table,

The following communication was received from Hon.
T. H. Bowman, Secretary of State:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, )
Avstix, April 7, 1881,
Cul. Will Lambert, Chicf Clurk House of Representatives :

DEAR Sti.—In compiiance with the resolution of the House, I
have the honor to furnish you nincty-four copies of Revised Statutes,
twenty-five copies of Laws of 1879, ninety-four copies of the laws
of 1881, — copies of rules of House; journals were all burned.
Upon delivering to the members, please call atiention, to the scare-
ity of these books, und the consequent necessity for their return
when the Legisleture adjourns. Yours very respectfully,

T. H. BowMan,
Secrerary of Stute.

Mr. Wurzbach offered the following resolution:

llesolred, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish an
~tficial copy of tie election returns for Governor, held November 2,
1560, for the use of the House committee.

The resolution was adopted.

Mr. Barry offcred the following resolution:

WHEREAS, it isreported that certificates for londs Liave been issued
in excess of the public dmain of the State nuw open to location, and
that legislation upon that subject will be necessary; therefore,

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land Oflice he
id-he is hereby requested to furnish tbe House with estimates of

[ the  aptity of valid outstanding and unlocated land certficates,

tl!‘-’]“"]"c“.tccl aud unreserved public domain; and also the amount
of -"11‘_1 Dy reserved from location Ly the different laws of the
ibt"'c making reservation: thereof, and the amouwt reserved by, each -
aw. :

'P]]C )'CSO]lltiOH was 'rlﬂ')l)ted. .

Mr. Johnstow offerea +hye following resolution:

Wikrgas, A scandalons puslication hug heen made in the
San Antonio Raily Express, of date April v, 1502, COAlKing grave-
irregularities in\the conduet of the Blind Asylun, an instituln ot
the %tute, which demands iuvestigation at the haads of this Legista-
ture; )i ' . '
Resolred, That'a committee of three from the House, {0 act in
conjunction with a )il » committee from the Senate, b~ appointed,
whose duty it shali L to examine into and investigal~ the charges
made, and make such report as tiicy may deem proper in the
premiscs.

The resolution was adopted. :

The Speaker announced the appointment of Messrs,
Johnston, Baker and Frymier as the committec in accord-
ance with the foregoing resolution.

Mr. Faulk offerdd the following resolution’

esolved, 'That excl member of this House be allowed to sele-
twenty daily newspapers of his own choiee, which shall eont
full and complete report of the procecdings of this [T
they do not cost more than three and o half cents ex

Mr., Woods offered the following subs
lution of Mr. Faulk:

. -




